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Bulletin Issued to Trade on Radio Campaign 
A special bulletin has been sent to the distributing trades 
announcing that the broadcasting campaign has been extended 
for a period of about six weeks from June 10, thus carrying the @ 
programs until about the first of August. Later, a bulletin giv- 
ing details as to the days on which the program will be given, 


and the speakers and their subjects, will be issued and sent to 
canners, brokers, and all others interested. 


Frost Damage in Wisconsin Section 

The U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics on Thursday, 
May 29, issued a special report from its representative in Wis- 
consin on frost damage to peas and other crops in that section. 
This report stated: 

“Frost damage to early planted Alaskas appears serious. 
Full effect on plants still unknown—appears something like 30 
per cent of Alaska acreage seriously damaged. Damage to 
sweets apparently small. Believe freeze also covered Minne- 
sota and northern Illinois. Many canners not yet aware of ef- 
fect of freeze on plants. Full facts will not be known for some 
time. Freeze apparently covered much of state on morning of 
May 17. Other frosts reported in north on May 24 and: 26. 
Sturgeon Bay cherries reported hit. Probably most Wisconsin 
strawberries damaged. Losses of cabbage plants reported.” 


Weather Conditions for Week Ending May 27 . 


Growth of vegetation during the week ended May 27 was 
generally slow because of the cool weather, according to the 
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weekly statement issued by the U. S. Weather Bureau. Condi- 
tions generally were better than during the preceding week, 
though the weather was too cold for good germination. 

Killing frosts were rather general in the northern tier of 
states from the Lake Region westward, as well as in the Rocky 
Mountain area and in some of the central Appalachian Moun- 
tain sections. 

There were no extensive rains, and the Southwest was prac- 
tically rainless during the week. 


Field Laboratory Service Available to Canners 

During the coming canning season the bacteriological field 
laboratory may be used to advantage by canners in the sections 
in which the laboratory will be located, in handling problems 
relating to sterility and spoilage in general, which, under ordi- 
nary circumstances, would be referred to the Washington labora- 
tory. It is felt that much time can be saved and work expedited 
if canners make use of this feature of the laboratory service. 
@The Information Letter will announce at appropriate times 
where the field laboratory is located so that canners in the vi- 
cinity may know where to reach it. 

The laboratory will first go to northern New York, where 
it will be in operation by June 10. The work there will continue 
until about June 20, when the laboratory will be taken to Michi- 
gan. While in New York the field laboratory should be ad- 
dressed care of Edgett-Burnham Company, Newark, N. Y. 

A second notice will be given through the Information Let- 
ter somewhat previous to the time the laboratory goes to Michi- 
gan. 

Tariff Bill Back in Conference 

On a point of order, which was sustained by the Chair, that 
the tariff bill conferees in the agreement they had reached on 
the flexible provision of the tariff had inserted in the report 
matter not committed to them by either house, the conference 
report on the tariff was automatically returned to the confer- 
ence committee on Tuesday. 

The conference committee has submitted two reports on 
the tariff bill, one including most of the rate schedules, the other 
including items that had remained in controversy. Action on 
the first report was delayed until the second report was sub- 
= The point of order relates to an item in the second re- 
The discussion of the conferees’ work indicates that points 
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of order will also be made as regards the report on cherries, 
cheese, rayon, and watches. 

Senator Smoot in charge of the report announced that the 
conference committee would immediately reconsider its report, 
and it is now anticipated that the conferees will be ready to 
submit another report to the Senate on Monday, June 2. 


Hearing in Consolidated Southwestern Case Set 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has announced that 
the hearing in the Consolidated Southwestern Cases involving 
rates on canned foods will be held on July 14, at St. Louis, Mo, 
This case involves dockets Nos. 13535, 14416, 15463, and I. & S. 
2097 and 2271, except Nos. 15217 and 15231. 


Estimate of 1930 Canned Tomato Pack in Florida 


Information received from fairly reliable commercial 
sources in Florida, and forwarded to the Department of Com- 
merce by its Jacksonville office, indicate that the canned tomato 
pack for Florida for the present season will amount to ap- 
proximately 200,000 cases of 24 No. 2 cans. The reported pro- 
duction represents the output of ten canneries, eight of which 
are in Dade County and the remaining two in Palm Beach 
County. It is reported that the production has been handi- 
capped during the present season by the heavy rains, whick 
caused over-ripeness and made many of the tomatoes unfit for 
canning. 


Charts Illustrating Grades for Cannery Tomatoes Available 

The U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics has published 
a color chart illustrating the United States grades for cannery 
tomatoes. By means of this chart the grade descriptions pre- 
viously published may be understood and interpreted more easily. 

Canners who are buying tomatoes on the basis of United 
States grades may wish to obtain copies of the chart to place in 
the hands of their field men and growers. Application should 
be made to the Office of Grades and Standards, U. S. Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics, Washington, D. C. 


Imports of Tomato Products in April 


Canned tomato imports in April were nearly double those 
of the preceding month, but still about 2,000,000 pounds below 
the receipts in April last year. For the first four months of the 
year the imports have totaled about 23,000,000 pounds, or 14,- 
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800,000 pounds less than during the corresponding period last 
year. 
Tomato paste imports in April, totaling 291,292 pounds, 
were also greater than the March receipts but 157,000 pounds 
less than the April, 1929, figure. 

The imports, by months, during the last two years, have 
been as follows: 


8,930,178 
5,884,318 
2,002,548 
5,425,074 


28,101,418 


Canned Food Exports in April 


Evaporated milk and vegetables were the only classes of 
canned foods showing an increased volume of exports in April, 
as compared with the same month last year. The gain in vege- 


tables was due largely to greater shipments of baked beans. The 
greatest decline occurred in the exports of salmon. 

« Detailed figures for April, 1929 and 1930, are given in the 
following table compiled from records of the U. 8. Department 


i 
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Canned Tomatoes Tomato Paste 
1929 Pounds Value Pounds Value 
TTT 11,584,855 $601,013 958,689 $117,008 
10,070,274 605,850 831,929 116,983 
6,082,128 525,138 775,000 118,261 
7,814,409 448,300 866,077 186,140 
2,271,201 8,888,501 482,485 
1930 
283,425 1,050,583 68,842 
139,808 658,034 58,743 
201,202 032,068 88,260 
1,148,870 4,277,856 355,078 
of Commerce: 
April, 1920 April, 1080 
- Articles Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned meats, total 1,008,307 $552,830 1,512,058 
283,747 76,482 191,888 
$1,860 401,848 
Cones, and pork and beans .. 685,466 48,181 1,117,218 
20,242 607,191 
503,513 44,968 485,854 
142,044 1,480,558 2 
204,019 17,419 268,806 
922,850 50,790 340,802 
ned fruits, total 15,785,708 1,581,584 12,000,878 1 
Apples and applesauce 085,421 52,574 681,024 
Other berries 711,860 0,001 { 58.553 6,600 
97,466 16,850 74,806 18,185 
for 9,030,868 804,780 1,567,568 282,570 
Peaches 411,080 2,760,761 278,046 
Pineapple 309,517 1,868,280 140,668 
161,747 16,806 172,748 17,987 
| 72,686 587,058 69,145 
785,145 8,704,124 8,764 
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Canned Tomatoes from Canada 

Declared exports of canned tomatoes, through the Hamil- 
ton, Ontario, consulate during 1929 formed an outstanding item, 
totaling 10,633,000 pounds as against 482,000 pounds in 1928. 
The unaccustomed activity in this item was due to higher quota- 
tions in the United States; the 1929 movement averaging 6.48 
cents per pound as against an average of 5.3 cents per pound 
in 1928, according to information received by the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


Shipments of Canned Grapefruit from Florida Ports 


Shipments of canned grapefruit from Florida ports from 
the beginning of the current season through May 17, 1930, have 
amounted to 66,642 cases, of which 58,373 went to the United 
Kingdom, 8,179 to Canada, 40 to Germany, 25 to the Nether- 
lands, and 25 to Italy, according to the Jacksonville district 
office of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 


Truck Crop Markets 


Cold weather during early May caused considerable damage 
to fruits in western Colorado and the Pacific Northwest. Apples 
and pears suffered greatest injury on the western slope of Colo- 
rado. Peaches were not hurt so much. The apple crop was 
seriously affected in parts of Washington, and greater damage 
was done to apricots, cherries, pears and peaches. The damage 
was quite spotted, some of the leading fruit districts of Wash- 
ington having escaped almost entirely. The total peach crop in 
10 southern states will be about as light as last year. 

Recent timely rains have greatly improved the condition of 
potatoes and truck crops in a number of important areas, es- 
pecially in the East. Dry weather still prevails in some sections 
and has seriously reduced crop prospects. 

A good crop of strawberries is expected in the late group 
of states. Total United States production of strawberries this 
season is estimated at 280,000,000 quarts, or 17 per cent less 
than last year. Peak movement of the present season has prob- 
ably been completed. 

The carrot season opened in Mississippi, but California sup- 
plied 829 of the 400 cars. Florida also furnished 200 cars of 


eae and Texas 80 cars; the season opened in South Caro- 
na, 


Green pea shipments decreased to 250 cars, mostly from 
North Carolina. String beans required almost 500 cars; the 
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season started in North Carolina but the bulk of the supply was 
from South Carolina. About 75 cars of watermelons were 
shipped, compared with 965 a year ago. 

With the opening of the tomato season in Mississippi, east- 
ern Texas, South Carolina and Ohio, supplies during the next 
month should be quite heavy. Mississippi expects 1,685,000 
bushels, or only slightly more than in 1929, but eastern Texas 
may have a very large crop of 2,116,000 bushels from the greatly 
increased acreage in that section. South Carolina, Georgia and 
Louisiana together expect a total of 538,000 bushels, as against 
383,000 last season. These five states may have a tomato crop 
about 30 per cent larger than their 1929 production. Florida 
East Coast season was about done, but other parts were active 
and the state shipments were 550 cars. Southern Texas ship- 
ments decreased to 680. Total forwardings dropped greatly to 
1,250 cars, but were still heavier than in 1929. 

Combined movement of 31 fruits and vegetables increased 
only slightly to 18,470 cars. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


Canned Milk Markets 


Evaporated milk markets, during May, continued in the 
favorable trend established several months ago, and because 
most dealers had disposed of their surplus stocks at price con- 
cessions earlier in the season, a feeling of confidence permeated 
the market. Demand showed some improvement, partly be- 
cause of the warm spell during the early part of the month, and 
also because buyers were more willing to anticipate their future 


Mey Mew May Totalthis Totallast Total 
Commodity 18-2 19-25 seasontu seasonto last 
1930 1930 19200 May 24 May 25 season 
Eastern states .......... 128 129 145 50,050 62,340 62,708 
Western states .......... 320 280 185 50,728 64,427 64,822 
45 45 66 2,546 1,681 2,110 
875 200 303 7,058 7,265 12,067 
936 1,120 12,662 18,441 A214 
127 “7 76 aos 132 2,205 
508 581 877 1,072 8,870 7,456 
253 255 8,877 2,683 56,107 
Mixed vegetables: 
750 758 737 15,301 17,3638 32,430 
7 457 150 158 
re: 
6 6 241 286 200 
spines 10 47 45 9,316 9,640 10,353 
Wawherries 1,805 1,386 2,361 9,628 15,550 19,108 
455 ou 434 5,687 5,301 6,627 
Tomatoes: 
1,200 1,753 927 7.84 9,388 31,046 
16 45 115 5,061 4,619 4,630 
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wants and operated on a more liberal scale. Stocks in the hands 
of jobbers are still considered small. 


Production continues increasingly lighter compared with a 
year ago. While the make for the first four months of 1930 was 
only 3.1 per cent lighter than for the same period of 1929, pro- 
duction for April was 7.6 per cent lighter. While the increase 
in production during April over March amounted to 15.8 per 
cent this year, last year the increase amounted to 23.4 per cent. 


The condensed milk markets remained practically un- 
changed during May and at the close of the month the tone was 
easy, although in a few quarters a healthier feeling was evident, 
due to an improved demand from ice cream manufacturers. 
Stocks continue abnormally heavy although close approaching 
those of last year. The May 1 holdings were 6 per cent heavier 
than those of April 1, 68 per cent heavier than May 1, 1929, and 
56.5 per cent heavier than the five-year average stocks. Pro- 
duction during April, while 21.4 per cent heavier than for 
March, was approximately the same, or 0.2 per cent lighter than 
for the same month a year ago. 


Business Conditions 

The volume of business for the week ended May 24, as 
measured by the volume of checks presented for payment, was 
1 per cent greater than that for the week ended May 17, but less 
than for the corresponding week a year ago. 

Wholesale prices showed a decline of less than 1 per cent 
from a week ago and were more than 7 per cent lower than the 
week of May 25, 1929. 

Bank loans and discounts showing no change from a week 
ago were more than 3 per cent greater than the same period a 
year ago. 

Movement of commodities by rail, as shown by the latest 
reported statistics, was less than for the preceding week and 
less also than the same week a year ago. 


CAR LOADINGS 

Total Miscellaneous Other 
930,004 967,572 248,185 $14,207 
Corresponding week, 1920 ........ 1,046,504 410,675 262,257 873,662 


ing week, 1928 ........ 1,003,288 394,479 261,440 847,360 


Salmon Fisheries Convention Signed 


On May 26, a convention for the protection, preservation 
and extension of the sockeye salmon fisheries of the Fraser 
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River System was signed by Secretary of State Stimson and the 
Hon. Vincent Massey, Canadian Minister at Washington. The 
convention deals with the sockeye salmon fisheries in the waters 
contiguous to the State of Washington and the Province of 
British Columbia, and in the territorial waters off the coasts of 
Washington and British Columbia and the high seas adjacent 
thereto. 

The convention provides for the establishment of an Inter- 
national Fisheries Commission of six members, three on the 
part of the United States and three on the part of Canada. 

The International Fisheries Commission is granted exten- 
sive regulatory powers over the salmon fisheries in national and 
territorial waters and over fishing for sockeye salmon by Ameri- 
can and Canadian fishermen and fishing vessels on portions of 
the high seas. The Commission is charged with the duty of 
making a thorough investigation into the natural history of the 
sockeye salmon, and is authorized to construct and maintain 
hatcheries. It is also empowered to prescribe the size of the 
meshes in fishing gear and appliances that may be used in the 
convention waters. 

The convention is concluded for a period of sixteen years, 
after which it is subject to termination on notice of one year 
given by the Government of either the United States or Canada. 


French Parliament Committee Approves Higher Canned Fish 
Tariff 


According to information cabled to the Department of Com- 
merce from its Paris office, the Customs Committee of the French 
Chamber of Deputies has approved the bill to increase duties on 
canned fish, but the local trade in general is hopeful that it will 
be rejected by Parliament. 


Notes on New Publications 


Methods of testing the capacity of fruit and vegetable con- 
tainers under the U. S. Container Act are described in Miscel- 
laneous Publication No. 75 just issued by the U. 8S. Department 
of Agriculture. 

Chain store developments in Great Britain are the subject 
of Trade Information Bulletin No. 697 recently issued by the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. The bulletin also 
contains a list of articles on chain-store development in other 
countries, which have been published in the Bureau’s weekly 
journal “Commerce Reports.” 


; 


